IS LEACH NOT 
LONG FOR WSU? a 


It seems likely the Pirate will 
eventually walk the Pullman plank 


LARRY STONE > C1 


a 


a 


yi 
|! 


\ 
\ 


ON 
£A 


O’Dea 
routs f 
Beach for | 
State title | 


SPORTS > C1 


i; SHOWERS 
High, 46. Low, 44. > B8 
seattletimes.com/weather 


$1.50 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2017 


he Seattle Times 


WINNER OF 10 PULITZER PRIZES 


INDEPENDENT AND LOCALLY OWNED FOR MORE THAN 121 YEARS 


ÇD SEATTLETIMES.COM 


Port of Seattle to pay $8 million 
to settle wrongful-firings suit 


JURY HAD AWARDED $16M 


2 ousted workers claimed 
retaliation; Port officials 
cited offensive emails 


By DANIEL GILBERT 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

The Port of Seattle will pay $8 
million to two former employees it 
wrongfully fired in its largest-ever 
settlement for an employment 
case. 

Deanna Zachrisson and Elaine 
Lincoln, who had worked in the 
Port’s airport retail division, 
claimed in a lawsuit they were 
ousted for opposing lease conces- 
sions to certain minority business- 


es owned by friends and political 
supporters of a now-former Port 
commissioner. The Port said it 
terminated the women in 2015 
after determining they'd ex- 
changed offensive emails violating 
its code of conduct. 

The settlement is the latest 
fallout stemming from a yearslong 
controversy over racial discrimina- 
tion and restaurant leases at Seat- 
tle-Tacoma International Airport. 
The taxpayer-subsidized Port has 
faced two lawsuits over the issue 
that, as of May, had cost it $1.7 
million in outside legal fees alone. 
That doesn’t include the cost of the 
Zachrisson and Lincoln trial, 
which lasted more than a month. 

See > PORT, A6 


Port Commis- 
sioner John 
Creighton says 
he had nothing 
to do with the 
firing of Dean- 
na Zachrisson 
and Elaine Lin- 
coln in 2015 
but believes it 
was the right 
decision. 
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Russia probe heats up 


Flynn’s guilty plea leads investigation into White House 
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Michael Flynn, President Donald Trump’s former national-security adviser, right, leaves court after pleading guilty to lying to the FBI. 


OUSTED ADVISER AGREES 
TO HELP INVESTIGATORS 


Kushner identified 
as directing contact 
with Russian envoy 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN, DAVID S. 


CLOUD AND DAVID WILLMAN 
Tribune Washington Bureau 
(TNS) 
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K.T. McFar- 


WASHINGTON — The inves- 
tigation into Russian meddling 
in last year’s election hit the 
White House for the first time 
Friday as President Donald 
Trump’s former national-secu- 
rity adviser, Michael Flynn, 
pleaded guilty to lying to the 
FBI about his contacts with the 
Russian ambassador and 
agreed to help investigators as 
they focus on other presiden- 
tial aides. 

U.S. District Court Judge 
Rudolph Contreras said the 
retired three-star Army general 
had agreed to provide “sub- 
stantial assistance for prosecu- 
tion of another person,” giving 
special counsel Robert S. Muel- 


Jared Kush- 

ner: linked to land: team 
Flynn’s ac- member cited 
tions in Flynn files 


Sergey Ty Cobb: 
Kislyak: key brushes off 
figure in Flynn’s im- 
Flynn case portance 
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ler II a critical leg up as he 
pursues the case. 

The prosecution’s docu- 
ments don’t identify that per- 
son. But a former official said 
Jared Kushner, the president’s 
son-in-law and senior adviser, 
was the “very senior member” 
of Trump’s transition team 
who directed Flynn to contact 
Russia’s envoy last year, ac- 
cording to the filings. The 


former official identified K.T. 
McFarland, who was Flynn’s 
deputy in the White House, as 
the “senior member” of the 
team also cited in prosecution 
papers. 

According to court papers, 
Flynn “willfully and knowing- 
ly” made “false, fictitious and 
fraudulent” statements to FBI 
agents when they interviewed 


him at the White House on Jan. 


24, four days after Trump was 
inaugurated, as part of the 
investigation into whether any 
of the president’s aides had 
assisted Russian interference 
in the 2016 presidential elec- 
tion. Flynn pleaded guilty toa 
single count Friday. 

“Guilty, your honor,” Flynn, 
58, said in a softer version of 
the gravelly voice he used to 
denounce Hillary Clinton at 
the Republican National Con- 
vention in July 2016 and lead 
chants of “Lock her up!” As he 
exited the federal courthouse, 
some passers-by heckled him 
by shouting, “Lock him up!” 

The former Army intelli- 
gence officer had impressed 
Trump with his explosive criti- 
cisms of Democrats and hard- 
edged views on fighting terror- 
ism. Now, he poses a potential 
threat to the White House. 

Flynn’s cooperation is “going 
to open the door to a whole 
avenue of information,” said 
Bradley D. Simon, a former 
federal prosecutor in Washing- 
ton and New York. “Obviously, 

See > FLYNN, A4 


GOP tax 
overhaul 
bill OK’d 
by Senate 


$1.5 TRILLION IN CUTS 


Must now be reconciled 
with House version 


By ERICA WERNER 
AND DAMIAN PALETTA 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Senate Repub- 
licans early Saturday passed a 
$1.5 trillion tax bill that bestows 
massive benefits on corporate 
America and the wealthy while 
delivering mixed blessings to every- 
body else. 

After a frantic round of negotia- 
tions, Republicans came together in 
near unanimity behind the land- 
mark legislation. The vote was 
51-49, with Sen. Bob Corker, R- 
Tenn., the lone GOP holdout. 

The measure will still have to be 
reconciled with an earlier House- 
passed version before being sent to 
President Donald Trump. Yet in 
getting the bill through the Senate, 
Republicans succeeded where they 
failed earlier this year, when their 
efforts to repeal the Affordable 
Care Act collapsed in mortifying 
fashion. 

This time, urged by donors and 
fearful of facing voters in next 
year’s midterms without a legisla- 

See > TAX BILL, A3 


Urquhart 
case: No 


charges 
to be filed 


GROPING ACCUSATION 


Case didn’t meet standard 
for felony, prosecutor says 
after reviewing inquiry 


By LEWIS KAMB 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

Prosecutors won’t file criminal 
charges against King County Sheriff 
John Urquhart based on a former 
deputy’s claim that Urquhart 
groped him outside a Renton res- 
taurant in 2014. 

Snohomish 
County Prosecutor 
Mark Roe wrote 
Friday he has de- 
cided not to file a 
criminal case after 
his review of a 
two-month Renton 
police investiga- 
tion that found 
probable cause 
that Urquhart 
allegedly commit- 
ted a potential sex 
crime against Brian 
Barnes. 

Roe, in a letter to the case investi- 
gator explaining his legal reason- 
ing, said he agreed probable cause 
had been met to consider charges, 
but he determined the alleged 
groping did not rise to the legal 
standard for a felony indecent-lib- 
erties charge, and the statute of 
limitations had passed on the alter- 
native gross misdemeanor charge 
of assault with sexual motivation. 

See > URQUHART, A6 


John 
Urquhart: 
“What was 
alleged never 
occurred.” 
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